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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To obtain compression data having almost constant data 
length by providing a means to detect a value representing the fineness 
of an image in addition to a picture quality mode setting means, and 
deciding a parameter for data compression considering the fineness of 
the image. 

CONSTITUTION: An arithmetic circuit 19 detects the fineness of the 
image of an object based on inputted contrast and range data, and 
outputs an image activrty signal. The image activity signal outputted from 
the arithmetic circuit 19 is inputted next to a memory circuit 20 in which 
a look-up table LUT is stored. A normalizing coefficient corresponding to 
image activity inputted from the arithmetic circuit 1 9 is read out of the 
memory circuit 20 corresponding to a picture quality mode set on a 
setting apparatus 21, and is supplied to a normalization circuit 16. 
Thereby, a data compression processing is performed by using a supplied 
normalizing coefficient. Therefore, the data length of the compression 
data obtained from a data compression circuit can go to the almost 
constant value corresponding to a set picture quality mode. 
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